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1 . This Office Action is the answer to the amendment received on 6/06/2006. 

2. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 1 1 , and 19 are currently amended. 

Response to Amendment 

3. In the pending claims, independent claims 1, 1 1, and 19 are currently amended; the 
examiner respectfully submits his interpretations as followings: 

4. The amended independent claim 1 inserts a phrase: "receiving from the user at the 
current location a request to receive a location-based service based on the particular different 
location", and "providing a location-based service based on the particular, different location, 
wherein the location-based service produces results that are at least partially based on the 
particular location'" - since these claimed steps are belongs to a method claim , those claimed 
steps that really effect this method are: "receiving from the user at the current location a 
request" (the claimed portion of: " to receive a location-based service based on the particular 
different location ") does not change a step of receiving from a user a request; therefore. This 
feature is not inventive upon the cited reference. The second added portion of "based on the 
particular, different location'" already being considered in a limitation of : "providing a 
location-based service" - since this added portion only add further explanation to "providing a 
location-based service" this added portion is already taken into account - not an inventive 
feature . 

5. The amended independent claim 1 1 inserts phrase(s): " different" for previous "a 
particular location "; the examiner respectfully submits that "different location " already is taken 
into account previously - this feature is not inventive. 
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6. The amended independent claim 1 1 inserts phrase(s): " , wherein further the user input 
comprises a request for a location-based service based on the particular \ different location ", the 
examiner respectfully submits that this "further" explanation is merely added explanation to 
previous "a user input" in which input's content MAY NOT BE NECESSARY exactly as claimed 
(in an apparatus claim 11) - an input from a user already being suggested by cited reference(s). 

7. The examiner respectfully submits that amended claim 19 has similar meanings as a 
method claim 1, although the applicants claim a machine-accessible medium contain 
instructions, wherein the instructions (not provided) comprising similar steps as in method claim 
I; therefore, this claim is also rejected on similar rationales. 

Oaim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office Action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whitham (US Pat. 6,526,351). 

A. As for independent claims K and 19 : Whitham teaches a method for providing information 
(see Whitham, the abstract), comprising: 

- receiving from a user at a current location information and a particular, different location (note: 
the patented interactive multimedia guide produces a distance by using 2 different locations (a 
differential information i.e., Whitham teaches about using a DeLorme Earthmate® receiver for the 
Palm(R) PDA - see Whitham, Fig.5); 
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determining the current location (Whitham teaches about using a DeLorme Earthmate® 
receiver for the Palm® PDA - GPS enabled map program via GIS (see Whitham, Fig. 8 A ref. 801 ; 
col.2 lines 54-63, and col.4 lines 24-37); 

determining a particular location based on the current location and the differential 
information (i.e., a business name within 25 miles from a current location - using GPS enabled 
map program via GIS - see Whitham, col.2 lines 54-63 and col.3 lines 20-42); 

providing a location-based service (i.e., Whitham teaches about using an interactive 
multimedia tour guide - this proves that a service is currently in effect, see Whitham, col.3 lines 
60-63); and 

transmitting/displaying information to the user - this task is inherent with Whitham' s 
system (see Whitham, Fig.3E shows transmitting signals comprising information). 

Whitham also teaches that a location-based service may be an information service 
providing information related to a particular location (Whitham teaches about using an interactive 
tour guide having a DeLorme Earthmate® receiver for the Palm(R) PDA - see Whitham, Figs. 5, 
and 7). That interactive device comprises wirelessly transmitting a request for a location-based 
service and wirelessly receiving results from a location-based service (see Whitham, Figs. 8A- 
8C). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include extra coordination: altitude coordination as recommended by Bodin et al. for 
the benefit of completely providing 3-dimension coordination of an object using GPS to a user 
(such as 3-D coordination of a car parking on a mountain). 
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9 Claims 2-5, 7-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whitham (US Pat. 6,526,351), in view of Bodin et al. (US Pat. 6,813,559 Bl). 

A, As for claims 5. 11. 15. 17-19. and 21 : Whitham teaches a method, a medium containing 
instruction to perform said method, and an apparatus for utilizing a location-based service (see 
Whitham, the abstract), comprising: 

- receiving from a user at a current location information and a particular, different location (note: 
the patented interactive multimedia guide produces a distance by using 2 different locations 
(Whitham teaches about using a differential information i.e., from a DeLorme Earthmate® receiver 
for the Palm(R) PDA - see Whitham, Fig.5); 

determining the current location (Whitham teaches about using a DeLorme Earthmate® 
receiver for the Palm® PDA - GPS enabled map program via GIS (see Whitham, Fig. 8 A ref. 801; 
col.2 lines 54-63, and col.4 lines 24-37); 

determining a particular location based on the current location and the differential 
information (i.e., a business name within 25 miles from a current location - using GPS enabled 
map program via GIS (see Whitham, col.2 lines 54-63 and col. 3 lines 20-42); 

- providing a location-based service (i.e., Whitham teaches about using an interactive 
multimedia tour guide, see Whitham, col.3 lines 60-63); and 

transmitting/displaying information to a user (see Whitham, Fig.3E for a suggestion of that 
claimed feature as an exchange of communication). 

Whitham does not disclose about a height of a location. 

However, using GPS and a PDA device as taught by Bodin et al., to indicate a coordinate 
of an UAV including a height/altitude (see Bodin et al., Fig. 1, col.5 lines 1-4). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include extra coordination: altitude coordination as recommended by Bodin et al. for 
the benefit of completely providing 3-dimension coordination of an object using GPS to a user 
(such as 3-D coordination of a car parking on a mountain). 

B. As to claims 2-3, 16, and 20 : Whitham also teaches about transmitting directional information 
comprises an indication of digital compass direction between a current location and a different 
location (see Whitham, col. 15 lines 18-21). 

C. As to claim 4 : Whitham inherently teaches about directional information comprising an 
angle of turn/rotation (i.e., showing a map with a 90-degree right-turn direction to follow a 
direction - see Whitham Fig. 5, ref 52). 

D. As to claim 7. and 14 : Whitham teaches about transmitting a request for rating 
information (see Whitham, Fig.2 ref. 204) - claim 7 is directed to a method; therefore, "the 
location-based service is a ratings service" is considered as a non-functional descriptive material; 
that "particular information" do not change the claimed step of using a location-based service to 
perform steps of claim 1 . 

Claim 14 is directed to an apparatus; therefore, transmitting away data to a "specific" 
location was suggested by Whitham, not necessary for an intent of use such as transmitting a 
response "as part of the request for rating information". 

E. As to claim 8 : Whitham inherently teaches that a location-based service may be a mapping 
service (with the use of DeLorme Earthmate® receiver for the Palm® PDA - GPS enabled map 
program via GIS (see Whitham, Fig. 7; col.2 lines 54-63, col.3 lines 61-62, and col.4 lines 24-37); 
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F. As to claims 9-10, and 13 : Whitham teaches that a location-based service may be an information 
service providing information related to a particular location (an interactive tour guide using a 
DeLorme Earthmate® receiver for the Palm(R) PDA - see Whitham, Figs. 5, and 7). That 
interactive device comprises wirelessly transmitting a request for a location-based service and 
wirelessly receiving results from a location-based service (see Whitham, Figs. 8A-8C). 

G. As to claim 12 : It contains limitations of claim 1 and claim 2; therefore, the same rationales 
and reference of Whitham are applied as set forth for a 35 USC 103(a) rejection. 

10. Dependent claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whitham (US Pat. 6,526,351), in view of Bodin et al. (US Pat. 6,813,559 Bl). 

The rationales and reference for claim 1 rejection are incorporated. 
Whitham does not disclose about a height of a location. 

However, using GPS and a PDA as Bodin et al. suggest to indicate a coordinate of an 
UAV - including a height/altitude (see Bodin et al., Fig.l, coL5 lines 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
include extra coordination: an altitude coordination as recommended by Bodin et al. for the 
benefit of completely providing 3 -dimension coordinations of an object using GPS including a 
height of an object comparing to a sea level (for example, indicating complete coordinates of a 
car parking on a mountain). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Claims 1-21 are not patentable. Applicants' amendment necessitated the new ground(s) 
of rejection presented in this Office Action (35 USC 102 rejections are changed to 35 USC 
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103(a) rejections. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicants are reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6759. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5: 15 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax number for the 
organization where this application is assigned is 571-273-6956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new claim in 
an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that is introduced in 
an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially if the Application is a 
Jumbo Application. > 



CUONG \ H . NGUYEN 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 




